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Commissioners. Through her various 
roles in Omaha, she has dedicated her 
time and service to bettering our com-
munity. 

As an Omaha native, she attended 
Beals Grade School, Central High 
School, and the University of Nebraska 
at Omaha. 

One of only three women in the 49 
member Nebraska Unicameral, Carol’s 
most notable accomplishments include 
protecting and informing victims of 
crime by providing guidance and sup-
port to pass the Crime Victims Bill of 
Rights and the Truth in Sentencing 
bills. 

In 1984 she was the first president of 
the Nebraska Coalition for Victims of 
Crime, an organization that estab-
lished an ongoing statewide coalition 
for victims of crime, and a fund to es-
tablish victim/witness centers in Ne-
braska. 

She also worked to protect home-
owners with legislation that prohibited 
a lien from being placed on a home if 
contractors failed to pay sub-contrac-
tors for their work. 

Carol valued the relationships she 
made while in office and believed most 
representatives were accessible, re-
spectful, and willing to discuss issues. 
In the nonpartisan Nebraska Unicam-
eral, she worked together to find solu-
tions and pass bills that would benefit 
Nebraska statewide. 

Active in her community, she was a 
member of the Omaha Community 
Committee, the Juvenile Court Nomi-
nating Commission, the Mayor’s Com-
mission of the Status of Women, 
Omaha Jaycees, several parent-teacher 
associations, many women’s civic orga-
nizations, and the Centris Federal 
Credit Union Board. She was also in-
volved in the Order of Women Legisla-
tors, the Omaha Area Council on Alco-
holism and Drug Abuse, the YWCA, the 
Omaha Library Board, the Develop-
mental Disabilities Council, the 
Women in Management Association, 
and the Nebraska Coalition for Victims 
of Crime. She did it all. 

Although retired, Carol has encour-
aged many to get involved and feels 
that even if you have retired or are not 
in public service there are many roles 
and ways to serve our community. 

But above all else, Carol believes her 
greatest accomplishment is raising her 
six children alongside her husband 
Allen, whom she married in 1954. They 
all earned bachelor’s degrees and have 
additional education certifications and 
degrees because of the importance 
placed on education in their family. 

Mr. Speaker, I cherish Carol’s friend-
ship and I treasure the wisdom she has 
shared with me and others. I admire 
this wonderful lady, this great Amer-
ican patriot. 
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STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. GARCIA) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. GARCIA of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate President 

Biden and the significant accomplish-
ments he shared with us during last 
night’s State of the Union address. 

Last year, together with President 
Biden, we made a promise that Demo-
crats would deliver for the people; and 
that we have. Thanks to our Presi-
dent’s bold leadership and our work in 
Congress, we have been delivering. 
Let’s look at a few areas. 

Jobs, jobs, and more jobs. As was 
mentioned last night by President 
Biden, in his first year, 6.7 million jobs 
were created, marking the strongest 
year of job growth in history. In my 
home State of Texas alone more than 
37,600 manufacturing jobs were created. 
These are good, well-paying jobs that 
are putting Texans back to work. Our 
economy is on the rise. Wages are 
strong. The unemployment rate is low. 

Another area is our Nation’s GDP. 
While GDP dropped 3.4 percent in 2020, 
it was able to shoot up to 5.7 percent in 
2021—the highest rate since 1984. Sim-
ply put, the economy has rebounded 
during President Biden’s first year in 
office. 

Another very important area to all 
our working families is our public 
schools. I am proud of the significant 
progress that has been made in our 
public schools during the President’s 
first year. We have made huge strides 
in reopening our schools and keeping 
them open safely. 

One year ago, Mr. Speaker, merely 46 
percent of schools were open because it 
just wasn’t safe for teachers, students, 
and faculty due to COVID. Today, 99.9 
percent of schools are safely opened. 
The Infrastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act as well as the American Res-
cue Plan both provided schools the nec-
essary funds they needed to stay open 
and make up for lost learning time. 

Another very crucial area, vaccina-
tion rates. One year ago today, only 15 
percent of the U.S. population was 
fully vaccinated against COVID–19, 
today that number is 65 percent. The 
massive increase in vaccinations is the 
direct result of the President and this 
Congress’ leadership to tackle this 
virus. Even today we do not have to 
wear our masks this morning. 

Let’s look ahead. Action from the 
Biden administration and Congress has 
already resulted in significant progress 
on the supply chain challenges. The bi-
partisan Infrastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act will improve and protect sup-
ply chains and reduce reliance on for-
eign oil immensely for years to come. 
It will help lower costs and inflation 
rates with time. As President Biden 
said last night, the plan is to lower 
your costs, not your wages. 

There is a lot more President Biden 
and Democrats are working on in 
building a better America, like invest-
ments in affordable childcare and paid 
and universal pre-K that would allow 
more working families to participate 
in the economy. 

It is those very workers and everyday 
hardworking Americans who deserve 
the greatest praise of all. 

Our hometown heroes have braved 
through this pandemic and powered 
through many challenges. They have 
been the muscle and the backbone of 
our Nation’s record-breaking economic 
growth and recovery from the pan-
demic and we thank them. 

With President Biden’s leadership, 
Congress’ partnership, and the support 
of the American people, there is truly 
no limit as to what we can achieve to-
gether in building a better America. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
tell the people of Ukraine that we 
stand with them. I stand with them. 
‘‘Yes, we can,’’ ‘‘si se puede.’’ I want 
the people of Ukraine to know that we 
see you, we hear you, and we love you. 
And Russia, who has purposely invaded 
your homeland has been—well, I should 
not say the word I really want to say 
on the floor—but they have been inhu-
mane, cruel, and just beyond the pale. 
We will not stand for this. 

We will stand with Ukraine. Again, 
‘‘yes, we can,’’ ‘‘si se puede.’’ We stand 
with you. 
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TRIBUTE TO AL GLICK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. WALBERG) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to pay tribute to my good friend, Al 
Glick, who recently passed away at the 
age of 95. Very few have meant as much 
to the Jackson, Michigan, community 
as Al Glick. 

Alro Steel, a company founded nearly 
75 years ago, embodies the hard-
working ethos of his hometown. Over 
the years, under Al’s leadership, the 
company grew to 3,000 employees in 
over a dozen States. Al always exhib-
ited a tireless work ethic but spent the 
time to talk to and to know each of his 
employees. When asked about his re-
tirement, he said: ‘‘I have slowed down 
to working part-time, I only work 12 
hours a day.’’ Even still, he always 
found time to get involved in just 
about every effort under the sun. 

Al supported skilled education pro-
grams, nonprofits, and C.S. Mott Chil-
dren’s Hospital, just to name a few. 
Name a sport and Al likely sponsored a 
team or league in the Jackson area. 
Al’s generosity was felt throughout the 
Jackson community, often taking 
shape through his unwavering support 
of Jackson High School. 

A Michigan man through and 
through, Al got to see his beloved Wol-
verines take down Ohio State on a 
snowy day this past November and 
then win the Big Ten Championship. 

Al wasn’t just a staple of the Jackson 
community; he was a steel pillar. 

While we mourn Al’s passing, we cel-
ebrate his remarkable life and the leg-
acy that will live on for generations to 
come. We wish his family great joy in 
that legacy and thank them for sharing 
Al with us. 
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RECOGNIZING SHELTON JOHNSON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. PORTER) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize an amazing Califor-
nian, Mr. Shelton Johnson. I commend 
his contributions to the National Park 
Service and his dedication to telling 
the stories of our history that often go 
untold. 

Mr. JOHNSON has worked as a park 
ranger for over 35 years. In that time, 
he has enthusiastically recounted the 
special contributions of Black Ameri-
cans to preserving Yosemite’s wilder-
ness. The all-Black 9th and 10th Cal-
vary Regiments, known as the Buffalo 
Soldiers, were among the first park 
rangers, even before the founding of 
the National Park system. 

I am inspired by Mr. JOHNSON’s cre-
ativity and commitment to sharing our 
diverse history. Mr. JOHNSON was re-
cently awarded the American Park Ex-
perience Award for his lifelong efforts 
in helping more families and youth feel 
welcome as they see their stories told. 

As a fellow teacher and mom to three 
enthusiastic, park-loving kids, I am 
honored to recognize him today. 

COMPETITION IN CAPITALISM 

Ms. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, a strong 
capitalist economy requires competi-
tion. Weak antitrust enforcement has 
atrophied the bones of our economy. 
When our economy lacks competition, 
we see prices go up, wages drop, and in-
novation stall. 

Last year, my office released a report 
detailing how Big Pharma’s market 
consolidation creates real harms for 
families. Too many Americans can’t af-
ford lifesaving prescription drugs be-
cause Big Pharma buys out its com-
petitors so that it can continue its cor-
porate abuse. 

We have also seen how Big Tech’s 
market consolidation reduces con-
sumer choice, stifles competition, and 
harms small businesses. 

Competition is central to healthy 
capitalism. Reining in corporate greed, 
holding big businesses accountable, and 
cracking down on monopolies will 
strengthen our economy. 

Congress must tackle market con-
solidation to create a level playing 
field for all businesses and to strength-
en our capitalist economy. 
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STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. CLINE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, last night 
President Biden tried to paint his ad-
ministration in a positive light during 
the State of the Union address, but the 
American people know better. 

We are facing an unprecedented num-
ber of crises: an economic crisis, a bor-
der crisis, a crime crisis, an energy cri-
sis, and an unprecedented national se-
curity crisis. Every one of these crises 
have been either created or made worse 

by President Biden and congressional 
Democrats. 

Simply put, Democrats own these 
crises, but I am sure—and we did see— 
an attempt by President Biden to dress 
up these disasters and highlight vic-
tories that simply don’t exist. 

While President Biden tries to take 
credit for accomplishments he had no 
responsibility in delivering, House Re-
publicans remain committed to show-
casing to the American people what we 
stand for: unleashing American energy 
independence, peace through strength, 
respecting the Constitution, putting 
power back in the hands of parents, 
lowering taxes, balancing budgets, and 
securing our southern border. 

Mr. Speaker, if given the oppor-
tunity, Republicans will lead on these 
issues, and I look forward to delivering 
on the day that that happens. 

SUPPORT FOR UKRAINE 
Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 

to offer my support to the people of 
Ukraine. All Americans stand in soli-
darity against Russian aggression, and 
we pray for peace. 

However, as the conflict escalates 
and we call for not one more drop of 
Russian oil to be imported into this 
Nation, the United States must make 
energy independence a priority. 

Prior to the invasion, gas here at 
home was already 40 percent higher 
than it was 12 months ago, marking an 
8-year high. Now, as the world sanc-
tions Russia, prices are climbing yet 
again, and experts predict Americans 
could soon be paying more than $5 for 
a gallon of gas. 

In response, the President announced 
that he is releasing 30 million barrels 
from the U.S. strategic oil reserves. It 
sounds great, but considering the 
United States uses more than 20 mil-
lion barrels a day, this is nothing more 
than a gimmick. A day-and-a-half 
worth of oil is not going to reduce 
costs for American businesses, work-
ers, and families in my district. 

There must be a comprehensive plan 
that leads us back to the energy inde-
pendence we enjoyed during the Trump 
administration, and it starts with lift-
ing the President’s moratorium on new 
oil and gas drilling on public lands, ex-
ploring in ANWR and off our coasts, 
and finishing the Keystone XL pipe-
line. 

b 1030 

RECOGNIZING THE CAVE SPRING CHEERLEADING 
TEAM 

Mr. CLINE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the student athletes on 
the Cave Spring High School 
cheerleading team in Roanoke, Vir-
ginia, for winning its division’s State 
championship toward the end of last 
year. The Knights cheerleading squad 
is often referred to as a dynasty, and 
this victory marks the team’s fourth 
State title in 9 years—and in those 
other 5 years they placed second each 
time. 

The team had to overcome several 
obstacles this season, but through it 

all they persevered. Cave Spring senior 
cheerleader, Abby Holbrook, said it 
best when she said: ‘‘We work so hard 
during the season, and it feels like all 
the hard work is paying off.’’ 

Yes, Abby’s hard work certainly did 
pay off. With the graduating class of 
2022 having won the title their fresh-
man and senior years, they are proud 
of the legacy they leave behind, and 
rightly so. 

Congratulations to Cave Spring on 
this accomplishment, and I wish them 
the best of luck again next season. 

f 

STATE OF THE UNION ADDRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. ROY) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. ROY. Mr. Speaker, I am honored 
to follow my friend from Virginia (Mr. 
CLINE). 

Mr. Speaker, last night when we 
heard the President of the United 
States address this Nation and this 
body in this Chamber as well as our 
colleagues on the other side of the Cap-
itol in the Senate, you would think 
there was some sort of magic moment 
that the virus has suddenly left the 
Earth and now all of a sudden we are 
free here on the floor of the House of 
Representatives to be without masks. 

It was just coincidentally timed— 
just coincidentally timed—when the 
State of the Union is upon us. A num-
ber of States have lifted their man-
dates—all suddenly coincidentally 
timed—around the State of the Union. 
And I was interested in watching the 
Speaker of the House suddenly saying: 
Well, it is a new moment in COVID. 

I listened to my colleagues from 
Texas just a moment ago on the other 
side of the aisle talking about how we 
have had this great victory through 
the action of the genius of our Federal 
Government to free us from the perils 
of this virus. 

Mr. Speaker, tell that to the children 
who have been sitting in the corners of 
classrooms wearing masks. Tell that to 
the members of our military and the 
members of our Border Patrol who are 
the so-called heroes. I say so-called be-
cause my Democratic colleagues a year 
ago were calling healthcare workers 
heroes, and now they are forcing them 
still to lose their job if they don’t take 
a jab because of the wisdom of my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle 
that they know best. They know best. 

The President stood there arrogantly 
in that posture preaching to the United 
States public and to this body yester-
day and talked about how we are going 
to beat this virus and oh, by the way, 
suddenly magically we need to fund the 
police. Go back and look at every 
statement that has been made by my 
colleagues on the other side of the aisle 
over the last 2 years talking about 
defunding the police. We know who is 
defunding the police across the coun-
try, and it sure as heck isn’t Repub-
licans. It is Democrats across this 
country. 
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